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General Info 
BACKGROUND 

After being a volunteer in international workcamp, we would like to look for a sustainable and impactful contribution to 

the local community. This is also an opportunity strengthen solidarity of the local communities and Hong Kong 

volunteers. All of the group project site are either an international workcamp project site or special project initiated by the 

volunteers from VolTra. 

OUR FOCUS 

No matter where and what type project is, we believe that the right attitude of volunteer is first OBSERVE then SERVE. 

After years of organizing workcamp experience, all of the project we are going to organize will be based on this formula: 

30-40% Understanding local community and their culture 

30-40% Volunteer work with local 

10-20% Cultural exchange 

10-20% Free time to explorer and self-initiative activities after observing 

THEME OF PROJECTS 

Education, community development, construction, renovation and culture are the main themes. 

LOCATION OF PROJECTS 

Currently, our project sites are in Asia, such as Cambodia, Vietnam, India, Japan, Thailand and Nepal. 

LENGTH OF A GROUP WORKCAMP PERIOD 

Minimum: 4 days 

Ideal number of days: 7 ς 14 days 

Maximum: as long as you suggest 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANT 

Typical Hong Kong group size is 10-15 volunteers but up to the maximum number that the project site can accommodate. 

WHO YOU ARE GOING TO MEET 

Local: Camp leader, volunteers (maybe ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜύΣ Ƙƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎΧ  

Hong Kong: coordinator, ex-workcamper, co-leader (upon request) 

International: As the project site is an international project site, there may be workcamp running in the same period. In 

that case, you may meet the volunteers from different part of the world. 

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD 

During the workcamp, transportation, accommodation and food will be provided by local partner. However, the living 

condition will be quite basic like a local, unless there is a special request. Sleep bags are needed most of the case. 

Volunteers will cook or either meals prepared by locals, depending on different projects.  

LANGUAGE 

English, with Chinese interpreter upon request 
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WORK SCHEDULE  

Most of the activities will be arranged in daytime while free time will be in the evening. Normally, volunteers will follow 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭΩǎ ǇǳƭǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ с-7 hours per day.  

1 free day will be arranged per 7 days. During the free days or free time, volunteers can organize sightseeing or activity on 

their own with the help from local volunteers and leader. Or it could be arranged ahead with a separated cost. 

Here is a typical 7-day workcamp schedule: 

Day Morning Afternoon Evening 

Day 1 Arrival & Welcoming orientation 

Day 2 Understanding Local Community Understanding Local Community / 

Voluntary Work 
Daily reflection 

Day 3 Voluntary Work Daily reflection 

Day 4 Voluntary Work Daily reflection 

Day 5 Learning Local Culture Cultural exchange with local youth Farewell Dinner 

Day 6 Excursion 

Day 7 Departure 

 

INTERNET 

There is no phone or internet in the project sites. SIM card with data can be purchased easily in most of the countries 

BRIEFING SESSION 

This is a 2-ƘƻǳǊ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ±ƻƭ¢ǊŀΩǎ representative. We will introduce international voluntary service, 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

the workcamp. Sometimes, there will be a 2nd briefing session for follow-up the preparation of the group. 

CO-LEADER FROM HK: REPRESENTATIVE FROM VOLTRA 

Representative from VolTra could join the workcamp upon request and the availability. He / she will provide assistance to 

facilitate the communication and coordination between the hosting organization and the group during the workcamp 

period.   
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List of Projects (Overseas) 

# Country Partner Project Name Project 
Theme 

Location Closest Terminal 

1.  Cambodia CYA Khmer Smile School Con / Com / 
Edu 

Siem Reap Siem Reap 
International Airport 

2.  Cambodia CYA CYA Learning Centre Con / Com / 
Edu 

Kampot Phnom Penh 
International Airport 
(3 hours) 

3.  Cambodia CYA Trapeang Fishing 
Community 

Env / Com Trapeang Sangke 
Fisheries 
community 

Phnom Penh 
International Airport 
(5 hours) 

4.  India FSL Creative learning with kids Com / Edu Bangalore Kempegowda 
International Airport 

5.  Japan NICE Let's tea in Wazuka! Env Wazuka Kansai International 
Airport 

6.  Japan NICE Cutting Trees in 
Tondabashi 

Env Tondabashi Kansai International 
Airport 

7.  Vietnam SJV Fisher Village Con / Com / 
Edu 

Hanoi Noi Bai International 
Airport 

8.  Myanmar COM Baung Yay Cho Con / Com / 
Edu / Env 

Baung Monastery Yangon International 
Arport 

9.  Myanmar COM Payartaungworkcamp Edu / Env PayarTaungYay 
Sein Monastery, 
Myanmar 

Yangon International 
Arport 

10.  Nepal VIN Reboot Nepal Con / Com Jitpur Community Tribhuwan 
International Airport 

11.  Nepal Edvent
ure 
Nepal 

Love and light action ς to 
orphans in Nepal 

Edu Pokhara Tribhuwan 
International Airport 
(Kathmandu) / 
Pokhara Domestic 
Airport  

 

Key: Con = Construction; Com = Community; Edu = Education; Env = Environment 
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CYA- KHMER SMILE SCHOOL  SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA 

Background: Siem Reap province is known as a tourist city in Cambodia for its most famous world heritage Angkor Wat and 
hundreds of temples in the this province. Most people believe or think that Siem Reap people must earn and develop more 
than other province. In reality, Siem Reap province is one of the poorest provinces in Cambodia.  
 
Khmer SmileSchool aims to provide free access to informal education for the local youth, teenagers, and children in Spean 
Chreav community, Siem Reap province where their parents generate income to support families by being a tuktuk driver, 
moto taxi, farmers, and fishermen as many of them are uneducated. 
 

Voluntary work: 

1. Community visit and participate in traditional activities with local people for understanding the culture 
2. Build houses for poor family 
3. Teaching art, handicraft and playing with kids 

 
Accommodation: All volunteers will stay in the host family. There will not be internet connection, hot water, and air-
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎƻŦǘ ōŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ stay in the simple mattress which is provided 
ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻŦǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ 
directly on the hard floor. People are living a very simple life so be ready for that! 
 

Location: Spean Chreav village, Siem Reap, Cambodia 

Terminal: Siem Reap International Airport (30 minutes drive) 

Remark: Visa is needed for HK passport holder 

Local Organizer: CAMBODIAN YOUTH ACTION (CYA) is a non-governmental organization which was founded in 2010 by a 
group of volunteers from different backgrounds and experiences. CYA aims to promote international voluntary services in 
Cambodia by engaging Cambodian youths and international volunteers in environmental preservation, community 
development, and youth and child education. 

Photos  
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CYA- CYA LEARNING CENTRE  KAMPOT, CAMBODIA 

Background: Community Learning Center aims at providing opportunity for children, local youth and local people to learn 
languages, computer, and to have access to global education/information through internet and our library and to have their 
first chance to meet and interact with different people from different cultures and backgrounds from around the world. As 
it is a new project and will be freshly started by the early January 2015 so most of the activities in this first year will be 
construction but there are varieties of activities will be included in this project. So far, there have been more than 200 
community children registered for the English classes at CLC but unfortunately, due to lacking of teaching staff, and 
volunteers all the children have not been able to take regular lessons. In occasions of having volunteer groups coming, the 
lesson can be taking place.  
 

Voluntary work: 

1. English teaching to students at CYA Learning Center 
2. Organizing cultural activities with kids and community people.  
3. Visiting local village in purpose of seeing the real situation of living standard of the family in the village. 
4. Participating in local with the locals to experience Cambodian way of life 

 
Accommodation: Volunteers are going to stay in two-separated local houses with assistant from a local host. The house is 
equipped with simple sleeping mattress, blankets, pillows and mosquito nets. The volunteers are going to sleep together in 
the same room. There are separated bathroom and toilet where the water is from underground. It is not very perfect but 
this is what the villagers use, and find it very comfortable for their daily life. 
 

Location: Ruseydom Village, Kampot Province, Cambodia 

Terminal: Phnom Penh International Airport (2 hours drive) 

Remark: Visa is needed for HK passport holder 

Local Organizer: CAMBODIAN YOUTH ACTION (CYA) is a non-governmental organization which was founded in 2010 by a 
group of volunteers from different backgrounds and experiences. CYA aims to promote international voluntary services in 
Cambodia by engaging Cambodian youths and international volunteers in environmental preservation, community 
development, and youth and child education. 

Photos  

   



 

8 

    

CYA- TRAPEANG FISHING COMMUNITY PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA 

Background: The community is located along the sea-string area about 30km from Kampot town so that children are facing 
difficulty to enroll the language, computer class or any other skills in town. There are in need of volunteers to teach the 
children English and also work on mangrove field.  
 

Voluntary work: 

1. To provide chances for local children and teenagers to practice their English languageand interaction with 
international and local volunteers  

2. To participate with local community in setting up their eco-tourism and protect their mangroves forest and fishing 
area 

3. To maintain mangrove forest along the sea string to prevent future flood by the sea level rising 
4. To exchange and learn about Cambodian culture between international, national volunteers and local people 

 
Accommodation: Volunteers are going to sleep in anice bungalow by seaside which all are founded and constructed by 
local and international volunteers who participated the projects there on action of promoting eco-tourism in the village for 
the community. The accommodation is equipped with simple mattress, blanket, pillows, and the mosquito nets; so that you 
can feel safe from the fly/insects biting.  
 

Bath: The volunteers are going to share the shower room and toilet as there are only two rooms for shower and two 

toilet available. 

Location: Trapeang Sangke Fisheries community, Cambodia 

Terminal: Phnom Penh International Airport (5 hours drive) 

Remark: Visa is needed for HK passport holder 

Local Organizer: CAMBODIAN YOUTH ACTION (CYA) is a non-governmental organization which was founded in 2010 by a 
group of volunteers from different backgrounds and experiences. CYA aims to promote international voluntary services in 
Cambodia by engaging Cambodian youths and international volunteers in environmental preservation, community 
development, and youth and child education. 

Photos  
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CREATIVE LEARNING WITH KIDS  BAGALORE, INDIA 

Background: This school is located in Yadiyur, Maralkunte and the children come from different backgrounds ς almost 90% 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǘƻ рth standard. There are a total 
of 2teachers and 40 students including both boys and girls. The age group of the children is between 5 to 10 years.  
 

Voluntary work: 

1. Teaching basic English and Maths through creative learning methods  
2. Outdoor activities can be conducted to the children and teach them action songs, rhymes, games, etc 
3. Awareness campaign on Environment issues 
4. Cultural visits. 
5. Henna making 
6. Bollywood movie appreciation  

 
Accommodation: In a rented house, with shared rooms. The accommodation will be simple but comfortable and 
clean .The volunteers will be responsible for cleaning the house daily. Sleeping bag required. South Indian vegetarian food 
will be provided for breakfast, lunch and dinner. There is no cooking facility in the accommodation. Filtered water is 
always available for drinking purposes. 
 
Location: Bangalore, officially BengaƭǳǊǳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ YŀǊƴŀǘŀƪŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ 
ŎƛǘȅΦ .ŀƴƎŀƭƻǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ Ƙǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ /bb ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘ 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǊŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ  
 

Terminal: Bangalore International Airport 

Remark: Visa is needed for HK passport holder 

Local Organizer: FSL-India (Field Services & Inter-Cultural Learning) was established in India in 2000 with the support of 
various international organizations. It is a non-profit, charitable, social and independent Non-governmental Organization 
(NGO) with the main objective of promoting Global Understanding/Inter-cultural learning and to work for togetherness 
encouraged on World Peace through Youth Mobility.  

Photos  
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 LETΩS TEA IN WAZUKA!   WAZUKA, JAPAN 

Backgroud: Organized together with a society for the study of producing organic Japanese tea in Wazuka, and local 
government since 2001. They are various farmers, some of who do completely organic ones while the others do partly, but 
they want to activate this area by organic tea in the future. The situation of organic farming in Japan is still difficult, but has 
ōŜŜƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘŜŀ όLǘΩǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΗύΣ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ involve 
more local people!  
 

Voluntary work: 

1. to build a tea park (mainly to cut the grass) 
2. to make the base to plant tea trees 
3. to help farm work 

*Those programs might be changed by any situation like weather. 
 
Accommodation: We are going to stay at the public house, which is equipped with a kitchen, a washing machine, and shower 
room(public bath, we can take shower together).  We will sleep in a Japanese-style room with a sleeping bag.  Usually, we will 
cook by ourselves by turns.  No smoking in the living room but you can have a smoking area. 
 
Location: The workcamp will take place in WAZUKA. 
It is located in the southern part of Kyoto prefecture, close to Kyoto and Nara, which are very historical, cultural and beautiful 
cities (You can go there on free day). Wazuka is one of the most famous places producing Japanese tea. You can see beautiful 
tea fields everywhere. Tea cultivation was started in the Kamakura period in Japan.  People in Wazuka continue tea cultivation 
for 800 years.  Wazuka has a population of 4,720 people and its size is 6,487ha. 
 

Terminal: Kansai International Airport, Osaka 

Remark: Very basic living condition but among the beautiful nature. 

Local Organizer: This workcamp is organized together with the society for the study of producing organic Japanese tea in Wazuka 

(Wazuka Yukisaibai Chagyo Kenkyukai/ ) and NICE (Never-ending International workCamp Exchange). 

Photos 
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SAY BYE TO THE BAMBOOS TONDABASHI, JAPAN 

Background: Japan has 67% of land coverage with forest and 40% of them is human-made planted forest. They need to 
be taken care of to maintain its ecological diversity and to keep water adjustment function. However, by difficulties to 
motivate people to care because of price competence with cheaper imported wood, large area of planted forests have 
been abandoned. It cannot be sustained only by government or market economy system, then we need voluntary power 
of NGOs to protect Japanese ecology ςso far world ecology! 
 
Voluntary work: 

1. Maintaining forest(Cutting trees & Bamboos)  
2. Threshing rice  

 
Accommodation: Lƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ŏŀōƛƴ όƛƴ hƪǳƴƻǘŀƴƛύΦ LǘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘƻǊŜǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
stores, we need help of local people to take us by car. Here, we can really enjoy sustainable way to live in rich nature!  
 
Bath: We will use a public bath. They have shampoo and soap. 
 
Internet: There is no Wi-ŦƛΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ [ŜǘΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΗ 
 
Water: ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƛƭƭ ǘŀƴƪΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ 
And we use bio-toilet!  
 
Electricity: There is no electricity (surprise!), but we have solar panel for energy and we can even use fridge 
 
Location: We are going to work at a farm and forest in Tondabayashiςcity, 30km south of central Osaka. 
 
Terminal: Kansai International Airport, Osaka  
 
Remark: Very basic living condition in the nature. Outdoor physical work. 
 
Local Organizer: NICE(Never-ending International workCamp Exchange) - A nongovernmental organization (NGO) and 
non-profit organization (NPO) that organizes voluntary workcamps in Japan and East Asia. NICE acts as the vice-president 
of the Coordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service (CCIVS) at UNESCO and the general secretary of the 
Network for Voluntary Development in Asia (NVDA). Building a future of mobilized and engaged communities! 
 

Photos 
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FISHER VILLAGE HANOI, VIETNAM 

Background: Based on the Red river, Fisher Village exists for many years. All of the people in Fisher Village do not have 
enough money to rent a flat or house on the land in city, so they have to (/used to) live on boats on the Red River between 
rubbish. (They are actually not fishermen, we call Fisher village just because they are living on the river!). Their children, 
all of whom are badly malnourished and illiterate, have to sell collected fruits, vegetable, lottery results or catch shrimp 
overnight. 
Our general aspirations: gathering together to establish this center for disadvantaged, poor and street children to 
exchange ideas, have a chance to study vocation and to be integrated in the community. We also want this center to be 
a place for Vietnamese youth to exchange their knowledge, experience and culture with foreigner via workshop and 
talking that is why we changed Youth house school to Youth center. 
 
Voluntary work: 

1. Rebuild/repair damaged boats of poor families at the village 
2. Remove grass and useless herbs in the garden of  villagers 
3. Farming work  
4. Creative activities: sculpture, educational games, helping children to make videos about their daily life 
5. Extra-Curriculum activities: sports (football, volleyball), physical activities  
6. Visit center for the disable children and have activities with them 
7. Do some manual work on request 
8. Try to learn how to make organic garden for fresh food 
9. Donate some gifts for the disability 

 
Accommodation: Wƻȅ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ н ǎǘŀǊ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {W ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ όǾŜǊȅ ōŀǎƛŎ facility) 
 
Location: Phuc Xa, Long Bien, Red River, Hanoi 
 
Terminal: Noi Bai International Airport (40 km from airport) 
 
Local Organizer: Solidarités Jeunesses Vietnam (SJ Vietnam) is an international youth NGO (Non-Governmental 
Organization) that promotes values of solidarity, peace and tolerance through youth citizenship projects to improve 
society during and after the voluntarism. It was set up in 2004 by international and Vietnamese volunteers with the 
coordination of Mr Pierre De Hanscutter and Miss Do Thi Phuc. SJ Vietnam is managed by and for young volunteers with 
the support of UNDP Vietnam at the beginning. SJ Vietnam is an independent Vietnamese branch of SJ France, a full 
member of CCVIS (UNESCO) and NVDA, a partner of YAP and Alliance. SJ Vietnam is an independent, non-political and 
non-religious organization open to everybody without any distinction of nationality, race, philosophy, financial resource, 
education or sex. In 2009, SJ Vietnam officially hosted 500 international volunteers and counted 3256 local members 
aged between 15 and 35 years old. 
 

Photos 

   
























